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TROUGH  of  PORCHEgPER; 

’ ' .V  , 

statement  on  Public  Health  for  the  year  X944, 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors'  of  the 
Borough  of  Dorchester# 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  Summary.  The  following  cases  ( including ^non- 
civilians)  were  notifiedi-  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  2;  Cerebrospinal 
Fever  2;  Diphtheria  Ij  Dysentery  (Sonne)  4j  Erysipelas  3j 
Influenzal  Pneumonia  Ij  Measles  156;  Ophthalmia  neonatorum  1; 
Paratyphoid  Fever  1;  Puerperal  pyrexia  2;  Scarlet  Fever  34;  Tuber- 
culosis (pulmonary)  11;  Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  2;  Whooping 
Cough  1.  Total  221. 

Scarlet  Fever.  These  were  mainly  sporadic  cases  which  occurred  in 
the  middle  six  months  of  the  year,  and  were  not  associated  with  any 
particular  school  or  milk  supply, 

I 

Scabies . Two  cases  were  treated  at  the  Dorchester  Cleansing  Station, 
and  49  at  the  Weymouth  Cleansing  Station,'  At  Dorchester  there  is 
no  whole  time  or  paid  staff,  and  it  has  become  very  difficult  to 
obtain  voluntary  trained  personnel  for  this  work. 

IMMUNISATION  against  Diphtheria.  Clinics  were  held  in  March,  and 
the  following  49  children  were  immunisedj- 

Under  5 
years  of 

.MQ.! 


Over  o 
years 
of  age. 


Dorchester  County  School  for  Girls 
Convent  School  ... 

R'.C.  Elementary  School  ... 

Junior  & Boys  School  ... 

West  Fordington  Infants  School 
Council  School  ... 

Fordington  St,  George  School 

Grammar  School  ... 

Senior  Council  School  ... 

Children  of  under  School  age 


6 43 


‘‘Wellcome''  Diphtheria  Prophylactic,  Alum  Procipitated  Toxoid  was 
used  in  all  cases,  in  doses  of  0«3  c.c,  and  0*5  c.c.  with  four 
weeks  interval. 

' In  addition  to  the  abovo  109  infants  wore  immunised  at  tho 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  including  43  residing  in  the  Rural  District, 

MEAT  INSPECTION'  . ■ 

Certain  premises  in  the  Borough  are  still  being  used  as 
Government  Slaughter-houses  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  and  slaughter- 
ing now  takes  place  locally  for  tho  distribution  of  meat  to  the 
following  areas 

Dorchester  Borough,  Dorchester  Rural  District,  Portland, 
Swanage,  Waroham  Borough,  Waroham  Rural  District  and  Weymouth. 


Assistance  in  the  work  of  moat  inspection  'has-  been  given 
throughout  the  yoar  by  Inspectors  from  all  the  districts  mentioned 
above,  and  their  help  is  much  appreciated. 

During  the  year  696  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  slaughter- 
houses and  13,043  animal  oarcasos  have  been  examined,  as  follows:- 

. Bovinos  2,941,  Calves  3,574,  Sheep  5,929,  Pigs  556, 

Goats  43.  ; 

The  undormontionod  quantities  of  moat  and  offal  have  been 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food  and  consequently  condemned 


Beef  ^ 

80, 183 

lbs 

Mutton  - 

1,932 

» 

Pork 

3,315 

It 

Veal 

i;240 

II 

86,670 

II 

Offal 

54,815 

It 

Total  141,485  ” 


Over  100,000  lbs,  was  condemned  owing  to  tuberculosis,  the 
remainder  was  unfit  owing  to  various  diseases, 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

Additional  food,  as  set' out  below,  was  found  to  bo  unsound 
and  unfit  for  human  food  and’ was,  therefore,  condemned  and  des- 
troyed or  used  for  salvage’ purposes  whore  ‘possible 


Bacon 

Milk 

345  lbs . 

367  tins , 
Jam' 

33 

lbs. 

Biscuits 

7’ 

• II 

Lard  ’ 

5 

ti 

Choose 

- 

22 

• u 

Margarine- 

21 

It 

Cocoa 

99 

SI 

Moat 

670 

II 

Pish 

1,660 

)t 

Oats 

868 

II 

Flour 

135 

ff 

Voge table s- 

-2354 

it 

Fruit 

- 

836 

II 

Sundries  - 

61 

II 

Total  v/eight  : 7,116  lbs,  or  3 tons  3 cwt,  2 qra*  4 iba 
SUMMARY  OF  COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 


Defective  condition  of  houses 

» • • 

16 

House  drainage  ... 

15 

Overcrowding  . . ♦ 

• • » 

1 

Foul  accumulations 

♦ • • 

2 

Animals  kept  in  insanitary 

condition 

1 

Rat  or  mouse  infestations 

• • • 

35 

Miscellaneous 

• • # 

9 

79 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE 

All  new  drainage  work  in  connection  with  both  Old  and  Nov\? 
Buildings  has  been  supervised,  examined  and  tested,  and  for  this 
purpose  51  visits  have  boon  paid  to  various  premises  within  the 
Borough. 

HOUSE  REPAIRS 

During  the  year  16  houses  v/ere  found  to  bo  unfit  for  human  hab 
tation  in  certain  respects,  which  resulted  in  the  service  of  16 
informal  notices,  followed  in  3 instances  by  formal  notices  un  cr 

Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 

In  only  one  case  has  the  requisite  work  not  yet  been  carried 
out,  and  in  this  instance  the  matter  has  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a builder  for  attention,. 


2 


INFECTIOUS  ILLNESS 


-*  V : I.i 


38  rooms  have  boon  disinfectod  throughout  the  year,  and  in 
each  case  the  infected  bedding,  etc.,  has  been  removed  to  The 
Isolation  Hospital  for  steam  disinfection;  796  articles  have 
been  so  treated  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  8 other  lots  of  bedding  have  been 
treated  in  the  disinfector  following  arrangements  made  v/ith  the 
owners  after  the  occurrence  of  non-notif iable  illnesses® 

MILK 

In  an  endeavour  to  improve  conditions  under  which  milk  is 
produced  and  sold,  39  samples  of  milk  have  been  obtained  from 
various  establishments  and  forwarded  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. The  reports  thereon  have  been  submitted  to  the  appropriate 
Committee  who  then  gave  instructions  as  to  the  action  to  be  taken* 

Undor  the  Milk  (special  designations)  order,  1936,  the 
following  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council;- 

2 - For  bottling  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

1 - Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  milk. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928. 

During  the  year  23  licences  for  the  keeping  of  Petroleum 
Spirit  were  issued,  one  of  which  was  in  connection  with  a new 
ins tallatione  Tovmrds  the  -end  of  the  year  10  further  licences 
wero  granted  when  the  Government  allowed  certain  tanks,  which 
had  been  closed  under  war  restrictions,  to  be  re-oponod, 

Five  licences  for  the  storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  were 
also  renewed. 


GOVERNMENT  EVACUAT  ION  SCHEME 


During  the  year  1944 
modatod  in  billets  in  this 

the  following 
Borough:  - 

evacuees  have  been  accom- 

New 

Arrivals 

Total  No. 
now  billeted. 

Unaccompanied  children 

69 

94 

Mothers  with  children 

258 

76 

Adults  (aged,  etc.) 

56 

26 

383 

196 

\ 

C .D. 

DAY, 

Medical 

Officor  of  Health 

7 .Weymouth  Avenue, 
Dorchester . 
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